

[image: ]
Dear Team Member:
Whether you consider yourself a good driver or maybe even a great driver, there is a difference between what we CAN do behind the wheel of a vehicle and what we ACTUALLY do. 
According to the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS), more than half the people killed in traffic crashes in the U.S. last year were someone’s employee. They were moms and dads, daughters and sons, grandparents, aunts and uncles, best friends and colleagues. They were people just like you. 
New studies are indicating that the root cause of traffic crashes has shifted dramatically in recent years, with driver-related factors such as fatigue, driver error, impairment and distraction present in 94 percent of crashes. In other words, only 6 out of every 100 crashes are a result of something other than what a driver did or did not do behind the wheel.
That is why the theme for this year’s Drive Safely Work Week™ (DSWW), the annual safe-driving campaign sponsored by NETS, is Drowsy, Distracted, or Focused… Your Decisions Drive Your Safety. We will be observing the campaign [October 3-7].
Throughout the week, we’ll be sharing information on the importance of getting enough sleep—the foundation for quality performance in all aspects of life, including driving. As a leader, I understand the temptation to fit more into the day. There always will be another issue that could use my attention. It takes discipline and commitment to organize one’s day around a set bedtime, to let things wait until tomorrow and to make it a priority to devote the appropriate amount of time to sleep. We hope by the end of the week, you will be seriously assessing your sleep habits and beginning to make any changes that may be necessary.
In addition to drowsy driving, we’ll be reviewing other common risky behaviors such as distracted driving, speeding and not wearing a seat belt. We’ll provide you with tools and information to help you identify what you may be doing (or not doing) behind the wheel—or before you get behind the wheel—that could be putting you at a greater crash risk. 
[I/We] ask you to take the time to think about the information you receive during Drive Safely Work Week™. It is [my/our] hope you will be inspired to make some decisions that will set you on the path to driving more safely. Ultimately, Your Decisions will Drive Your Safety. 
Wishing you safe travels always-
[Your Management]
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